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Offshore Wind UK – Planning Process
Wind farms with a size of 100MW+ are considered Nationally Significant
Infrastructure Projects (NSIP)
In England and Wales, The Planning Inspectorate is responsible for operating the
planning process for NSIP’s.
Application for NSIP’s are to be submitted to the National Infrastructure
Directorate (NID).
Development consent procedures are governed by the Planning Act 2008
The Planning Act 2008 process was introduced to streamline the decision-making
process for nationally significant infrastructure projects, making it fairer and faster
for communities and developers.
The Planning Act 2008 places a greater onus on the developer to consult
thoroughly on a proposed NSIP before an application for development consent is
submitted.

The Crown Estate
The Crown Estate manages an estate worth over £8 billion. It has a duty to
maintain and enhance the value of the estate and the income it generates.
The Crown Estate has extensive marine assets, including 55 per cent of the UK’s
foreshore and the vast majority seabed out to the 12 nautical mile limit.
For Round 3 The Crown Estate is taking a more prominent lead role. It has
developed a co-investing model, which combines the technical experience of
the offshore wind industry with efficiencies generated by The Crown Estate’s
access to resources and Stakeholders.

The Crown Estate and Round 3
In order to accelerate the process of Round 3, The Crown Estate will directly
address barriers to delivery:
•
•
•
•
•

Site adjustment process.
Managing project timelines.
Tackling cumulative issues.
Supply chain constraints.
Grid connections.

• Stakeholder engagement.
The Crown Estate is aware that there are many competing interests in the
offshore marine environment. The Crown Estate has initiated a programme of
discussions to identify key risks and issues with the aim of optimising the outcome
of Round 3.

R3 Timeline
December 2007 –
Announcement of the
commencement of a Strategic
Environmental Assessment to
examine 25GW of additional UK
offshore wind energy generation
capacity by 2020.
January 2009 - The UK Offshore
Energy Strategic Environmental
Assessment (SEA) identified up
to 33 GW of offshore wind
capacity in UK waters.
January 2010 – Announcement
of the successful development
partners for the nine zones.

The Crown Estate

December 2013 – East Anglia
One examination closed.
Decision within 3 months.

The Planning Inspectorate

Stakeholder/Developer co-operation
Dec 12 - RYA
navigational safety
concerns on north-west
boundary of Navitus Bay
Wind Park recognised.

Stakeholder Consultation
• Developers have a duty to take into
account all consultation responses at
the pre-application stage and must
summarise them in a Consultation
Report also explaining how they have
had regard to consultation responses.
• On average, it’s a 2 year consultation
process.
• Consultation with stakeholders
including local community via:
! Meetings, consultation events,
publications and direct mail
! Feedback mechanisms include
website, free telephone numbers and
freepost

Next opportunity to have your say

Summary
The UK system may appear over-complicated, however
• Brings onboard the Stakeholders at the earliest opportunity
• Minimises risk of alienation and disruption
• Several opportunities for Stakeholders to influence or “shape” the proposal
• Promotes co-operation which is essential; wind developers have to be
sympathetic to genuine concerns from the Stakeholders, and the Stakeholders
have to accept that developers have a right to develop.
• All project related documents in one place:
http://infrastructure.planningportal.gov.uk/
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